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4   How Large Was the Ark?
Key Themes
• God is faithful to His promises. 

• God’s Word is true.

Key Passage
• Genesis 6:13–22

Objectives
Students will be able to:

• Compare typical representations of the Ark to the biblical 
description. 

• Describe what kinds of animals were taken on the Ark.

Lesson Overview

COME ON IN

Come On In
Write on the board, “What do pictures of Noah’s Ark typically look like?” 

STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word page 4

Th e size of the Ark and the number of animals on board are sources of constant attack from skep-
tics of the Bible’s account. Despite claims to the contrary, the Ark was a massive vessel that was 
more than able to hold the kinds of animals that God preserved on board.

  Study the Prepare to Share section.

  Go Before the Th rone.

  Print one Ark Facts worksheet for each student. 
Keep the answer key for your use.

  DVD player and TV or computer

  Preview the video segments “Modeling the Ark” 
(6:40) and “Rapid Speciation” (3:21) from the 
Resource DVD-ROM.

  Print the Ceratopsian Kind image from the 
Resource DVD-ROM.

ACTIVITY–ADULT

Optional Activity: Ark Scale Model page 9

Students will view a scale model of the Ark to see that it is more similar to a real ship than a toy 
bathtub ark.

  Purchase a Large Ark Model 25-2-028 from 
answersbookstore.com. (A Small Ark Model 25-
2-027 may be substituted.)

  Print one Ark Scale picture from the Resource 
DVD-ROM.
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PREPARE TO SHARE

Prepare to Share 
Scriptural Background

To prepare for this week’s lesson, read Genesis 
6:14–20.

The account of Noah and the Ark is often taken as 
a mere fairytale. The Bible, however, is the true history 
book of the universe, and in that light we can have con-
fidence in what it says about the Ark. Scripture reveals 
the basic dimensions of Noah’s Ark—the length, width, 
and height. According to God’s Word, it was mas-
sive—300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits 
high (approximately 510 feet long, 85 feet wide, and 
51 feet high based on a cubit of 20.4 inches). This is not 
like the whimsical drawings that depict the Ark as an 
overgrown houseboat with giraffes and other animals 
hanging on and sticking out the top. 

In addition to its size, God gave other specific 
information about the Ark in Genesis 6:14–16. His 
instructions to Noah include the type of wood—
”gopherwood”; a pitch coating—”cover it inside and 
outside with pitch”; a window—”you shall make a 
window for the Ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit 
from above”; three decks—”make it with lower, 
second, and third decks”; and a door—”set the door 
of the Ark in its side.” The specificity in Scripture gives 
us confidence that this was, in fact, a ship ordained by 
God to withstand the watery judgment soon to cover 
the entire earth.

However, a detailed design of the ship’s hull is not 
given. Biblical creationists have historically depicted 
the Ark as a simple rectangular box. You will notice 
that the Ark shown in Answers Bible Curriculum goes 
beyond that rectangular configuration. This particular 
model was considered after much study and the deter-
mination that the Ark had to have been equipped to 
handle rough seas. This design was made by a mechan-
ical engineer who studied the Flood and the Ark for 
nearly 13 years before rendering this design.

The rough seas confronting the Ark during the 
Flood are alluded to in Scripture.

• Genesis 6:15—The Ark had the proportions of a 
seagoing vessel built for waves.

• Genesis 7:19—A mountain-covering, global Flood 
would not be dead calm.

• Genesis 7:18—The Ark moved about on the sur-
face of the waters.

• Genesis 8:1—God made a wind to pass over the 
earth.

• Psalm 104:8 (NAS)—The earth’s landmasses 
were shifting during the Flood. This would cause 
tremendous turbulence in the waters as they 
receded. 

By wearing our biblical glasses, considering the 
full counsel of God’s Word, and in view of historical 
information, we can be certain that the Ark commis-
sioned by God Himself was large enough to withstand 
a global Flood and had room for all the animals God 
intended to be saved.

apologeticS Background
For centuries scoffers have mocked the account of 

Noah and the Flood by arguing that it would have been 
impossible for the Ark to hold two of every species of 
animal. This supposition leads to the conclusion that 
the Flood account was not inspired by God—thus cast-
ing doubt on all of God’s Word.

There are some serious misconceptions here that 
need to be clarified. First of all, God did not send repre-
sentatives of all the “species” of animals to Noah—but 
rather the “kinds” of animals (Genesis 8:19). For exam-
ple, Noah would not have had two African elephants, 
two Asian elephants, along with two mastodons, two 
mammoths, and two stegodons (these last three are now 
extinct). He would have only needed two representa-
tives of the elephant kind. Then after the Flood, when 
the animals spread out over all the earth, different spe-
cies resulted from the tremendous amount of informa-
tion God had designed into the genes of each of these 
animals, as they adapted to their environments. Noah 
didn’t need the number of animals many people think 
he did. There was plenty of room on the Ark!

People think that most land animals are very large 
like elephants and giraffes. But actually only about 11% 
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of land animals are larger than a sheep. So the average 
size of the animals on the Ark would have been smaller 
than the size of a sheep. 

Something else we often hear is that there is no 
way all the dinosaurs could have fi t on the Ark. But 
though there are about 700 names of dinosaurs, all 
of them fall into approximately 50 different kinds of 
dinosaurs. And not all dinosaurs were huge like the 
brachiosaurus—many were much smaller. And even 
these larger animals were probably young when they 
boarded the Ark, thus taking up less room and still 
having their reproductive lives ahead of them as they 
left the Ark to be fruitful and multiply and fi ll the earth.

The study of created kinds, called baraminology, 
is dependent on biblical truth. One of the tenets of this 
science is that the various kinds created by God do not 
interbreed with other kinds. Genesis clearly states that 
animals reproduce after their kind. And this is what real 
science shows—dogs produce dogs, cats produce cats, 
horses produce horses, etc. Secular scientists, however, 
continue to defend their belief that all life has common 
ancestry even though observable science has never 
recorded any “kind” changing into another “kind.”

As Christians, we must continue to stand on the 
authority of God’s Word, answering questions by using 
our biblical glasses.   As we continue to do that, our 
confi dence in the infallibility of the Word of God can 
only be strengthened.

hiStorical Background
It is diffi cult to speak historically about Noah’s Ark. 

The only true account we have of it is given through 
God in the book of Genesis. However, as discussed in 
a previous lesson (Lesson 3, “Was the Flood Global?”), 
we have record of more than 200 stories of a global 
Flood from all around the world. Native Americans, 
Hawaiians, Australian Aborigines, Inuit, and more—all 
have fl ood stories passed down from their ancestors that 
sound a lot like Noah’s Flood as recorded in Genesis. 

We can also pursue history when researching 
the Ark’s size, shape, and construction. Some say no 

wooden ship of this size would hold together. One 
of the greatest challenges to the construction of large 
wooden ships is fi nding a way to lay planks around the 
outside that will ensure little or no leaking. Recently, 
however, marine archaeologists have discovered a 
method of planking used on ancient Greek ships that 
had been lost for centuries. This discovery raises the 
idea that this may have been the method handed down 
for years—even from Noah’s day! 

It is important to remember—and repeat to your 
students—that we have the history book of the uni-
verse—the Bible. And we have an eyewitness to the 
account of Noah’s Flood and the judgment it brought. 
That eyewitness is God, our Creator; the source is the 
Bible, His infallible Word.

For more information on this topic, go to the 
Online Resource Page.

BEFORE THE THRONE

BeFore the throne

Lord, this lesson is completely opposed to what 
these students hear from the secular world. Give 
me clarity of mind and help me to communicate 
in a way that the students will understand. Help 
me to reinforce that the earth is young, dinosaurs 
did not live millions of years ago, the Ark was 
real, and your Word can always be trusted. Help 
me, Lord, to encourage the students to trust 
your Word implicitly, and give me a heart and 
attitude that clearly show them that I trust you. 
If it would be your will, Lord, allow these precious 
students to take these truths to their families and 
friends with confi dence in your Word as their 
foundation. How I appreciate the weightiness of 
what you have called me to. I thank you for the 
privilege, and I pray for your wisdom in teaching 
your Word. 

➤ Pace your lesson! You can use the provided clocks to indicate the time each section should be 
completed to keep the lesson on schedule. While teaching, you can compare your 

anticipated times with the actual time and shorten or drop sections as necessary. 10:30



4 of 10 • Lesson 4 Junior High • Year 1 • Quarter 3 
Answers Bible Curriculum • Copyright © 2012 Answers in Genesis • All rights reserved.

 
STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word
read the Word

Th e fi rst issue we are going to look at today is the size of the Ark. Th ere 
are many misconceptions about the Ark and we want to look at the text 
to make sure our thinking is in line with God’s Word.

 ü When you see depictions of the Ark, how is it typically depicted? In most 
instances, the Ark is shown looking like an overloaded bathtub with giraff e’s sticking out of the top, 
some pretty parrots on the roof, and a few smiling lions standing beside Noah. Occasionally, there 
are depictions of a large Ark, but this is certainly a less common depiction.

So, let’s see how these depictions compare to what Scripture says. You 
can use this Ark Facts worksheet to record some of the information we 
will be discussing today. Pass out the worksheets. As you discuss the various ideas from the 
lesson, have the students record the information on the worksheet. For example, have them record 
the dimensions of the Ark on the worksheet, and the details from each of the verses describing the 
cargo and animals on the Ark.

Let’s read Genesis 6:13–16 together. Have someone read the passage aloud.

examine the Word
Now that we have read the text, let’s think about the size of the Ark and 
how it was constructed as we ask questions.

 ➤ Write on the 
board, “What do 
pictures of Noah’s Ark 
typically look like?” 

 ➤ Have students 
mark Genesis 6:13–22 
in their Bibles.

Genesis 6:13–16

Review
In last week’s lesson, we talked about the 
global nature of the Genesis Flood. We 
mentioned several lines of reasoning that all 
confi rm that the Flood did cover the entire 
globe. Th is task is not impossible for a God 
who is omnipotent.

ü What is the most important piece of 
information we have when it comes to 
understanding the Flood? The Bible.

ü What about the text of Genesis 6–9 
suggests the Flood was global? The inclusive 
language that is used to describe what was covered by the 
waters and what died.

ü How does the rainbow covenant confi rm 
that the Flood was global? If the Flood were only 
local, then God has broken His promise to never again 
send a fl ood like the Genesis Flood. There have been many 
local fl oods since then.

ü How do the legends of fl oods from various 
cultures around the globe confi rm what 
the Bible teaches about the Flood of Noah’s 
day? The fact that many cultures have legends of a global 
fl ood with many of the biblical elements is consistent with 
those people carrying a memory of biblical account with 
them as they were dispersed from Babel.

In today’s lesson we are going to look 
closer at the size of the Ark. Many claim 
that the Ark was too small to hold all of 
the species of animals on earth, that 
dinosaurs and elephants would never fi t, 
and that there hasn’t been enough time 
for diff erent species to develop after the 
Flood. We’ll look at Scripture, history, and 
science to help us come 
to a biblical view.  
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observe the text

 ü Who provided the “construction plans” for the Ark? God.

 ü Who was to make the Ark? Noah.

 ü What was the Ark to be made of? Gopherwood.

 ü What was to cover the Ark, inside and out? Pitch.

 ü What were the dimensions of the Ark? 300 x 50 x 30 cubits.

 ü Were there to be doors and windows in the Ark? Yes, there was to be a window a 
cubit high and a door in the side of the Ark. Have the students will in the blanks on their worksheets.

 ü What other features of the Ark are mentioned in the text? It was to have rooms 
and to be divided into three decks.

discover the truth
Let’s examine some of the phrases in this passage to make sure that we 
are interpreting the construction of the Ark properly.

The Hebrew word for Ark is tebah and it is used only in reference to Noah’s 
Ark (Genesis 6–9) and the small reed basket used to carry the young baby 
Moses down the Nile (Exodus 2). There is not a lot of other information 
about this word in Scripture, so we can only say that this is some kind of 
a boat. The dimensions vary greatly in the two accounts and only give us 
a general idea about the shape. Some think this term refers to its purpose 
more than its shape—a lifeboat, if you will.

 ü The text gives the proportions of the Ark in cubits. Does anyone know 
what a cubit is? One cubit is the distance from the elbow to the tip of the fingers.

So, depending on who makes the measurement, the size of the Ark could 
vary. From ancient records and archaeological information, we know that 
there were different standards for the cubit at different times. The range 
is from 18 to 21 inches. Using the shorter cubit, the Ark would have been 
450 feet long, but the Ark was probably built on a cubit that was 20.4 
inches. This would have made the Ark approximately 510 feet long, 85 
feet wide, and 51 feet high. Have the students record these dimensions on the worksheet.

If time allows, or to substitute for this section of teaching, show the video segment “Modeling the 
Ark.” This is a portion of the video Noah’s Ark: Thinking Outside the Box, which provides more 
details about the design and construction of the Ark.

The dimensions of the Ark given to Noah are in rectangular proportions, 
but that is the only detail we are given about its shape. Many have 
suggested that the Ark was just a rectangular box. The Ark you see 
depicted on the Ark Facts worksheet might look a little different than 
Arks you are used to seeing. Many different groups have tested the 
strength and seaworthiness of a vessel of these proportions. Tests of 
models have been performed trying to simulate the conditions the Ark 
might have faced during the year-long Flood.

 ➤ Use the Ark 
Facts answer key 
to help students fill 
out the Ark Facts 
worksheet as you 
work through the 
lesson. 

 ➤ Optional: show 
the video segment 
“Modeling the Ark” 
to substitute for this 
section of teaching. 
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In Genesis 7:18 we read that the Ark moved about on the waters, and a 
globe-covering flood would not be a tranquil event. We also know from 
Genesis 8:1 that the Ark had to handle winds, not to mention the wind 
that would have been generated from the storms that brought the rains 
in the early part of the Flood. We should picture the Ark floating on a 
windy sea with significant waves for several months.

The sail at the front would catch the wind and orient the Ark into the 
wind and waves while the skeg (a fixed rudder) would catch the water 
and stabilize the rear of the vessel. This design is based on clues from the 
Genesis text as well as ancient shipbuilding techniques, and would give 
the Ark a comfortable ride during its time afloat.

Many people claim that the Ark was much too long to hold together 
on rough seas. Wooden ships in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries 
reached a maximum of 330 feet, but ancient wooden ships were much larger. 
Using special planking techniques, large vessels were built that withstood 
rough seas. This type of building technique uses mortise and tenon joints 
and wooden pins to hold the structure together in multiple layers.

The Ark is similar in shape and proportions to cargo ships. We could 
compare the volume of the Ark to a medium-sized cargo ship today. Or, it 
would be equivalent to more than 500 semi-trailers in volume.

 ü The text talks about coating the inside and outside with pitch. What is 
pitch and why was it used on the Ark? This was a substance used as a waterproof 
coating. The same is said of the ark Moses was placed in (Exodus 2:3). Have students will in the 
blank on the worksheet.

 ü Does anyone know what gopherwood is? Nobody knows for sure, but some have 
suggested it may have been cypress or cedar. Even though we are not sure of the type of wood, God 
gave Noah specific instructions for the type of wood to use.

So, I hope that you can see that the Ark was a truly 
massive vessel, not some tiny tugboat that would 
tumble with the first big wave.

read the Word

The next issue we will deal with involves the animals that were taken on 
the Ark. This is another point of attack from those who do not believe the 
Bible’s account.

Let’s read Genesis 6:17–22 together. Have someone read the passage aloud.

examine the Word

Now that we have read the text, let’s identify what the text says about the 
animals that were on the Ark and the other cargo it carried.

Genesis 6:17–22
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observe the text

 ü What was to be destroyed according to verse 17? Anything that lived on land and 
breathed air would be destroyed.

 ü What was the purpose of bringing the animals on the Ark according to 
verses 19–20? To keep them alive.

 ü What three groups of animals are mentioned in verse 20? Birds, animals, and 
creeping things.

 ü What phrase is repeated in verse 20? After their kind.

 ü How many of each kind were to come into the Ark? Two of each kind, a male and 
a female.

 ü Did Noah have to go and get the animals? No, the text says they would come to him.

 ü What does the text say about food for the adventure? Noah was to gather all 
types of food for his family and the animals to keep them alive.

 ü How did Noah respond to God’s directions? Noah did everything he was 
commanded to do.

discover the truth

In a past lesson, we described what perished in the Flood. We used the 
phrase “land-dwelling, air-breathing” to describe what died. This applies 
to birds, animals, and creeping things.

In Hebrew, the word translated here as “birds” is owph and actually refers 
to anything that flies—winged creatures. What types of creatures would be 
included in the category “birds”? All flying creatures: bats, eagles, ravens, doves, pterosaurs, 
and any other creature that flies. These would have been the kinds of creatures created on Day Five.

 ü What types of creatures would be included in the “animals” and “creeping 
things” that were taken on the Ark? All of the creatures that were created on Day Six of 
Creation Week would be included here. From deer to horses to elephants to dinosaurs to lizards and 
spiders—anything that walked on the land is included.

In our lessons on the Creation Week, we talked about animals being created 
“according to their kind.” That same idea is in view here. Many skeptics 
doubt the biblical account, suggesting there is no way that Noah could 
have gathered representatives of every species of animals on the planet. 
Statements like these show the ignorance of those who make such claims.

First, Noah didn’t have to collect the animals; God brought them to him. 
Second, the Bible does not speak of species, but kinds of animals. This 
is probably close to what scientists call families in today’s classification 
system. Third, only birds and land animals were represented. Noah didn’t 
have dolphins, fish, or walruses on the Ark.

These animals were to repopulate the earth after the Flood, but there 
were not lions, tigers, leopards, cheetahs, and bobcats on the Ark. All of 
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these modern animals would have been represented by two members of 
the cat kind. This video segment will explain that idea.

Show the video segment “Rapid Speciation.” This will explain how a representative of each kind 
repopulated the earth after the Flood.

There would have been a pair of each kind of bird, each kind of land 
animal, and each kind of creeping thing aboard the Ark. In chapter 7, we 
are given more detail about the number of clean animals that are to be 
taken. Whether this refers to seven individuals or seven pairs is unclear, but 
in Genesis 7:15 we read that they entered the Ark “two by two.” This would 
seem to suggest that seven pairs of the clean animals went onboard.

 ü Why did Noah need more representatives of the clean animals? For a hint, 
read Genesis 8:20. Noah sacrificed many of the clean animals to the Lord, so they would have gone 
extinct if there were only one pair. Also, God allowed meat for food after the Flood, so these clean 
animals and birds could have been used for food by Noah and his family (Genesis 9:3).

Another major objection from skeptics of the Flood account involves 
dinosaurs on the Ark. Some of the objections are based on the size of the 
dinosaurs, the diet of the meat-eaters, and the “fact” that dinosaurs never 
lived alongside man, but millions of years earlier. All of these objections 
are based on ignorance of the Bible’s teaching.

Remember that we are talking about a period only 1,656 years after 
creation. Dinosaurs were created with the other land animals on Day Six. 
There is no reason from the text to suggest that they weren’t included in 
the animals that were brought to the Ark.

As to their size, even the largest dinosaurs came from eggs not much 
larger than a football. Taking smaller, juvenile animals on the Ark would 
require less space and they would be in their prime to start repopulating 
after the Flood. The same would go for the elephant kind, giraffes, and 
other large creatures.

Even though today we have identified more than 700 different dinosaurs 
from the fossil record, these probably all belong to about 50 created kinds. 
For example, the ceratopsians show great variety in their ornate head 
frills. You are probably familiar with triceratops, but there are many other 
members of this kind. Noah only had to have one pair of this group on the 
Ark, not two of each species.

Show the Ceratopsian Kind image.

In general, most animals are smaller than a sheep, so there was plenty 
of room to accommodate the animals that needed to fit on the Ark. 
Creationist estimates for the maximum number of animals that would 
have been necessary to come on board the Ark have ranged from a few 
thousand to 35,000, but there may have been only a few thousand if the 
biblical kind is approximately the same as the modern family classification.

 ➤ Show the video 
segment “Rapid 
Speciation.” 
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Moving on to the next topic—Noah was also commanded to take food 
for the people and animals aboard the Ark.

 ü What would have constituted food for Noah and the animals? Noah and the 
animals would still have been eating a vegetarian diet, as commanded in Genesis 1:29–30, so the 
defi nition of “food” would have included plant-based foods like fruits, vegetables, nuts, and grains.

After the Flood, we know that Noah planted a vineyard. He likely used 
seed that he had brought to begin farming after the Flood. Dried grains 
and fruits would have allowed them to begin planting and harvesting 
soon after they disembarked.

We have only scratched the surface on the cargo that was aboard the Ark, 
but I hope that you can see that there are legitimate answers for those 
who try to discount this biblical record. Th ere are many more questions 
like how Noah cared for the animals, how the animals spread out after the 
Flood, how aquatic creatures survived, and many others. We don’t have 
time to answer all of those, but there are many resources that can help 
you answer questions you might have. A great place to 
start is the Answers in Genesis website. Write on the board, 
“www.answersingenesis.org.”

Ark Scale Model (Optional)
materialS
 Ark Scale picture

 Large Ark Model 25-2-028 (Small model 25-2-027 may be 
substituted)

inStructionS

Assemble the Ark Model before class. Use the correct scale 
picture to illustrate the size of the Ark.

Have the class examine the model and the picture, 
comparing the sizes of the Ark, the man, the elephant, and 

the Apatosaurus. Discuss the fact that Noah would have 
taken young animals on board the Ark. Discuss how there 
would be plenty of room on the Ark not only for all the 
animals and food, but also for many people.

connect to the truth 
Have students compare the model to the picture of the 
children’s storybook ark and the modern cargo ship.  Note 
how the Ark closely resembles 
the real ship, not the storybook 
bathtub boat.  

APPLY THE WORD

Applying God’s Word
What You heard in the Word

When we stop to examine the details of the text in light of other 
information that is available, the account of the Ark takes on a whole 
new perspective. Th e Ark was not a tiny boat crammed full of animals, 
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but a massive vessel designed to preserve representatives of all of the 
land-animal kinds and mankind. It carried elephants, lizards, bats, doves, 
sauropod (long-necked) dinosaurs, pterosaurs, cats, dogs, bears, deer, 
and every other kind of land creature. Despite the claims of skeptics, God 
provided a rescue plan for a world that had fallen into extreme sin. God 
was faithful to fulfi ll His promise of judgment just as He was faithful to 
fulfi ll His promise of salvation to Noah.

Th ere was plenty of room on the Ark for those who might have 
responded to Noah’s preaching, but none responded. Only eight were 
saved from God’s judgment against sin. We all need to make sure that we 
have found rescue in Christ like Noah and his family found in the Ark.

god’S Word in the real World

 ü What misconceptions about the Ark did you have corrected from this 
discussion? Discuss the various ideas the students share.

 ü What types of doubts about the size of the Ark have you heard from 
others? How can you respond to those objections in light of what you 
have learned today? Discuss the various responses.

 ü How might the pictures of an overloaded, miniature Ark infl uence 
people’s view of the accounts in Scripture? If children grow up being taught “Bible 
stories” that are reinforced with silly pictures, those images will shape how the truthfulness of the 
text is perceived. Using cartoons is not bad, but when they depict a false view of a biblical truth they 
should be avoided.

 ü What questions have been raised by this lesson, and what can you do to 
understand these issues better? Discuss the various answers with the students and point 
them to resources that can help. Remind them that they need to study the 
Bible fi rst and then look to reliable resources to understand related issues 
and questions.

Faithful
(Refer to Attributes poster)

MEMORY VERSE

memorY VerSe

2 peter 2:5 And [God] did not spare the ancient 
world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a 
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the fl ood 
on the world of the ungodly.

GROUP PRAYER TIME–ADULT

group praYer time

Be sure to pray with your class before you dismiss 
them.

• Praise God for His faithfulness.

• Th ank God for salvation through Christ and 
the picture we have of that in the account of 
the Ark.

• Ask God to help the students to understand 
the truths of the Ark and how to apply that 
knowledge to their lives and share it with 
others.


